
CITY OF PUNTA GORDA, FLORIDA 
REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 18, 2019, 9:00 A.M. 

 
 
COUNCILMEMBERS PRESENT: Carey, Cummings, Matthews, Miller, Prafke 
 
CITY EMPLOYEES PRESENT: Kristin Simeone, Finance; Rick Keeney, Public Works; Tom 

Jackson, Utilities; Phil Wickstrom, Human Resources; Joan 
LeBeau, Urban Design; Pamela Davis, Police; Ray Briggs, 
Fire; City Attorney Levin; City Manager Kunik; City Clerk 
Smith 

 
 

Mayor Prafke called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. 
Invocation was given by Mr. Bill Frank, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 

PROCLAMATION/PRESENTATIONS 

10 Year Service Award -  Lt. Justin Davoult, Police Department 

City Manager Kunik presented the award to Lt. Justin Davoult, Police Department. 
Ms. Pam Davis, Police Chief, spoke of Lt. Davoult’s service to the Department and the 
City, commented he was a caring and well liked individual and mentioned he had 
received several awards. 
Mr. Jason Green, Weiler Engineering, Chair of the Promised Lands Section of the 
American Planning Association Florida Chapter, presented the 2019 Roland Eastwood 
Planner of the Year Award to Mr. Mitchell Austin, Urban Design Planner, noting the 
award recognized innovation in community planning. 
Introduction of Board/Committee Member Nominees 

Mr. John Chalifoux stated he had submitted a letter documenting extenuating 
circumstances related to his absences from Code Enforcement Board meetings. 
Ms. Wendy Mueller introduced herself as a nominee for the Board of Zoning Appeals 
and Building Board (Alternate). 
Note:  City Council recessed and reconvened as the Community Redevelopment 

Agency (CRA) (see corresponding minutes). 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

Quasi- Judicial Public Hearings 

CP- 03- 19 -  An Ordinance of the City Council of the City of Punta Gorda, Florida, 

amending the City of Punta Gorda Comprehensive Plan Future Land Use Map to 

reflect the change in the current zoning designation of High Density Residential 

to Professional Office for 0.46 acres, a parcel of land lying within Lots 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 

6 & 7, subdivision of original Lots 1, 2, & 3 of Block O, Woods Second Addition to 

Town of Punta Gorda, as filed in Plat Book 1, Page 78, Public Records of Charlotte 



 

 

County, Florida, being more particularly described in Exhibit “A” attached hereto; 

providing for conflict and severability; and providing an effective date. 

 FIRST READING 

City Attorney Levin read the ordinance by title. 
City Clerk Smith swore in the participants. 
Ms. Lisa Hannon, Zoning Official, entered the staff report into the record by reference, 
explaining the request would amend the City’s Future Land Use Map in the 
Comprehensive Plan to change the designated zoning classification for 466 Booth 
Street from High Density Residential to Professional Office.  She stated the request was 
consistent with the City’s Comprehensive Plan and was a natural progression along a 
collector roadway.  She briefly described the adjacent parcels, noting the expanded 
non-residential footprint to the south, and concluded staff and the Planning 
Commission recommended approval with noted conditions. 
Mr. Michael Haymans, applicant’s representative, concurred with staff’s comments, 
noting the request fit within the plan to promote walkability and would allow a mixture 
of uses.  He requested support of the application. 
Mayor Prafke called three times for public comment. 
Councilmember Matthews MOVED to close the public hearing, SECONDED by 
Councilmember Cummings. 
MOTION UNANIMOUSLY CARRIED. 

Councilmember Matthews MOVED approval of CP-03-19, SECONDED by 
Councilmember Cummings. 
MOTION UNANIMOUSLY CARRIED. 

Z- 04- 19 -  An Ordinance of the City Council of the City of Punta Gorda, Florida, 

rezoning 0.46 acres, a parcel of land lying within Lots 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 & 7, 

subdivision of original lots 1, 2, & 3 of Block O, Woods Second Addition to town of 

Punta Gorda, as filed in Plat Book 1, Page 78, Public Records of Charlotte County, 

Florida, being more particularly described in Exhibit “A” attached hereto; from its 

current Charlotte County zoning classification of Neighborhood Residential 15 

Units per Acre (NR- 15) to Neighborhood Center (NC); providing for conflict and 

severability; and providing an effective date. FIRST READING 

City Attorney Levin read the ordinance by title. 
Ms. Hannon entered the staff report into the record by reference, explaining the 
applicant wished to rezone 466 Booth Street from Neighborhood Residential 15 Units 
per Acre (NR-15) to Neighborhood Center (NC).  She stated the request was consistent 
with the City’s Comprehensive Plan and was a natural progression along a collector 



 

 

roadway.  She reviewed the findings and conclusions from the staff report, noting there 
was no proposal for development at this time; however, any development would be 
subject to the Development Review process and all applicable Land Development 
Regulations.  She stated the Planning Commission recommended approval as did staff. 
Mr. Haymans concurred with staff’s comments, confirming there were no questions. 
Mayor Prafke called three times for public comment. 
Councilmember Matthews MOVED to close the public hearing, SECONDED by 
Councilmember Cummings. 
MOTION UNANIMOUSLY CARRIED. 

Councilmember Matthews MOVED approval of Z-04-19, SECONDED by 
Councilmember Cummings. 
MOTION UNANIMOUSLY CARRIED. 

CONSENT AGENDA 

A. Citizen Comments - Consent Agenda Items 
Ms. Angela Pennington, Ms. Karryn Dixon and Mr. David Tucker, Quality Independence, 
spoke regarding their work on the Agripreneur Garden and their intent to grow food 
and donate same to local food banks. 
Councilmember Matthews MOVED approval the Consent Agenda, SECONDED by 
Councilmember Cummings. 
MOTION UNANIMOUSLY CARRIED. 

B.  City Clerk's Department 
1. Approval of Minutes: Regular Meeting of December 4, 2019 
C. Legal Department 
1. Invoice of Allen, Norton & Blue, P.A. for legal services rendered through October 

31, 2019. 
2. Invoice of Icard, Merrill, Cullis, Timm, Furen & Ginsburg, P.A. for legal services 

rendered through December 12, 2019. 
3. Invoices of Persson & Cohen, P.A. for legal services rendered in November 2019. 
D. Finance Department 
1. A Resolution of the City of Punta Gorda, Florida, approving Amendment 2 to 

Loan Agreement DW080310 between the City of Punta Gorda and Florida 
Department of Environmental Protection; providing for conflict, severability, and 
effective date. 

E. Urban Design Division 
1. A Resolution of the City Council of the City of Punta Gorda, Florida, as local host 

agency for the Coastal and Heartland National Estuary Partnership, authorizing 



 

 

receiving cooperative agreement funding from the Southwest Florida Water 
Management District for Fiscal Year 2020; authorizing the City Manager to sign 
the Cooperative Agreement and administer the funding on behalf of the City; 
appropriating funding award; and providing an effective date. 

2. A Resolution of the City Council of the City of Punta Gorda, Florida, approving 
an agreement between Quality Independence, Inc. and the City of Punta Gorda 
for use of the property known as 317 East Virginia Avenue, Punta Gorda, Florida 
33950, for an agripreneur garden; authorizing the City Manager to execute the 
agreement on behalf of the City; and providing an effective date. 

3. A Resolution of the City Council of the City of Punta Gorda, Florida, declaring its 
intent to name an unnamed fifty foot (50’) wide right-of-way lying in Section 7, 
Township 41 South, Range 23 East, Charlotte County, Florida, as recorded in 
Plat Book 3, Page 38 of the Public Records of Charlotte County, Florida, and 
more particularly described in Exhibit “A” attached hereto, as Desguin Lane; 
fixing a public hearing thereon; requesting a recommendation from the Planning 
Commission; and providing an effective date. 

F. Police Department 
1. A Resolution of the City of Punta Gorda, Florida, approving the Law Enforcement 

Mutual Aid Agreement between City of Punta Gorda Police Department, Cape 
Coral Police Department, Lee County Sheriff’s Office, Collier County Sheriff’s 
Office, Glades County Sheriff’s Office, Hendry County Sheriff’s Office, Fort Myers 
Police Department, Sanibel Police Department, Naples Police Department, 
Clewiston Police Department, Marco Island Police Department, Lee County Port 
Authority Police Department, and the Florida Gulf Coast University Police; 
authorizing the Mayor, City Manager and Chief of Police to execute the 
Agreement on behalf of the City; and providing an effective date. 

Citizen Comments -  Regular Agenda Items Only 

Ms. Chrissie Salazar, Director, Drug Free Punta Gorda, spoke regarding the detrimental 
effects of vaping, noting a survey of local middle school students showed last year’s 
usage of 14% had decreased to 11% for the current year.  She stated high school 
student usage had increased from 29% the previous year to 31% this year. 
Mr. Don McCormick, Vice Chair, Drug Free Punta Gorda, opined this was an 
opportunity for City Council to protect the City’s youth. 
Mr. Rick Sarkisian requested a compromise if the pickleball courts in Gilchrist Park 
were to be closed at Christmas. 
 



 

 

BUDGET 

Implementation of Computer Aided Call Handling Software 

Mr. Jason Ciaschini, Police Department, explained the benefits of the Computer-aided 
Call Handling Software (CACH), noting the estimated value of Charlotte County’s 
contribution was $60,811.50 for the project’s startup.  He explained the City would 
need to commit to future annual maintenance costs of approximately $6,862, 
requesting Council approval of the project. 
Councilmember Matthews MOVED approval, SECONDED by Councilmember 
Cummings. 
MOTION UNANIMOUSLY CARRIED. 

City of Punta Gorda Draft ADA Transition Plan 2019 Annual Update & FY 2020 

Project Allocation  

Mr. Mitchell Austin, Urban Design Planner, presented the annual update which detailed 
the progress the City had made from FY 2016 to FY 2019 from the evaluation and 
adoption of the Plan to the start of implementation of the recommendations outlined 
therein.  
Ms. Julie Ryan, Urban Design, reviewed expenditures to date of $176,147, briefly 
outlining funding which was allocated to be carried forward for projects which had not 
been completed due to extenuating circumstances.  She then outlined those projects 
with additional funding needs, noting these projects had already been approved and 
were proposed for allocation of carry over and re-allocation of unused FY 2019 funds.  
She stated the FY 2020 allocation for unforeseen accessible infrastructure 
improvements that might arise throughout the year was $125,000. 
Discussion ensued regarding the City’s website with consensus to post those 
documents which were of benefit to the public and to devise ways to inform the public 
regarding information which was not currently accessible. 
Councilmember Cummings MOVED approval of the carryover funds and funding 
allocation, SECONDED by Councilmember Carey. 
MOTION UNANIMOUSLY CARRIED. 

Note: A short break was called at 10:28 a.m. 

Progress Report on Capital Improvement Projects 

Ms. Kristin Simeone, Finance Director, presented the Capital Improvement Program 
Project Updates for December 2019, as delineated in the agenda material.  
Discussion ensued regarding the Ponce de Leon Park Redesign, with consensus to 
move forward immediately with the seawall, boardwalk and pier repairs and for staff to 
provide a cost estimate for same. 



 

 

Councilmember Matthews stated the sidewalks needed to be contiguous on the south 
side of Marion at Henry Street.  She then voiced concern regarding $527,000 funding 
for the swale drainage improvements, stressing Council had approved an annual 
expenditure of $300,000. 
Mr. Rick Keeney, Public Works Director, explained the original contractor fell behind, 
which resulted in the carryover of funds, clarifying there were projects lined up to be 
completed with the funding. 
Mayor Prafke stated if the current contractor could not complete $527,000 worth of 
projects, the figure should be recalculated, suggesting Mr. Mark Gering readdress the 
issue for Council at a future meeting. 
Consensus was to do so. 

NEW BUSINESS 

Discussion regarding the regulation of vaping in public areas and tobacco/vaping 

sales for under 21 years of age in the City. 

Chief Davis explained Charlotte County was considering an ordinance to prohibit 
vaping in City parks and to raise the required age to purchase vaping and tobacco 
products to 21, noting the City had been asked to consider adopting a similar 
ordinance.  She opined prevention of tobacco and drug use by the youth was of the 
utmost importance, noting purchases and usage dropped when other municipalities 
had adopted a similar ordinance. 
Mayor Prafke questioned why the rights of an 18-year-old, who could vote and serve 
in the military, should be limited in this case. 
Chief Davis replied younger individuals were at higher risk of developing addiction, 
noting alcohol was also restricted to individuals who were at least 21 years old. 
Ms. Salazar stated vaping equated to drug use and addiction if misused; thus, this was 
a public health issue. 
Councilmember Cummings stated there were scientific concerns that the outcomes 
could be worse than currently understood. 
City Attorney Levin expressed concern regarding possible preemption of such an 
ordinance by State law, requesting Chief Davis monitor the matter. 
Chief Davis noted State and Federal legislators were considering an increase in age. 
City Manager Kunik confirmed if Charlotte County put an ordinance on their agenda, 
the City would do the same. 
Gilchrist Park Pickleball Court Closure December 24- 25, 2019 

Councilmember Cummings explained residents had requested the closure, pointing 
out 65 other courts were available in the County. 



 

 

Councilmember Carey objected to discussing pickleball or making further changes to 
the rules related to the Gilchrist Park courts, expressing concern doing so would set a 
precedent. 
Councilmember Miller opined there was no reason to restrict play. 
Councilmember Matthews concurred. 
City Manager Kunik confirmed City Council wished to maintain the status quo. 

RECOMMENDATION FROM CITY OFFICERS 

CITY MANAGER 

None. 
CITY ATTORNEY 

None. 
BOARDS AND COMMITTEES 

Announcement of Vacancies 

Board of Zoning Appeals - Alternate 
Code Enforcement Board - Alternate 
Code Enforcement Board 
City Clerk Smith announced the vacancies.  She explained the Code Enforcement Board 
vacancy would be announced unless City Council decided to reappoint Mr. John 
Chalifoux, who had forfeited his seat due to exceeding the allowed number of 
absences, noting Mr. Chalifoux had submitted documentation of extenuating 
circumstances. 
Councilmember Matthews MOVED to reappointment Mr. Chalifoux to the Code 
Enforcement Board, SECONDED by Councilmember Cummings. 
MOTION UNANIMOUSLY CARRIED. 
Nominations 

Board of Zoning Appeals (2) 
Councilmember Matthews NOMINATED all interested parties. 
Building Board – Alternate 
Councilmember Carey MOVED to nominate and appoint Ms. Wendy Mueller, 
SECONDED by Councilmember Cummings. 
MOTION UNANIMOUSLY CARRIED. 
Punta Gorda Isles Canal Advisory Committee 
Councilmember Carey MOVED to nominate and reappoint Mr. Fred Cort, SECONDED 
by Councilmember Cummings. 
MOTION UNANIMOUSLY CARRIED. 
 



 

 

POLICY AND LEGISLATION 

PRAFKE:  Stated the next City Council meeting was scheduled for January 8, 2020. 
-  Noted the Pickleball World Championship would be held at the Pickleplex from 
December 27, 2019, through December 30, 2019. 
-  Indicated she would send information on the Florida League of Cities’ Monday 
Morning Legislative Calls to all Councilmembers. 
CUMMINGS:  Thanked the staff at Cooper Street Recreation Center for the expanded 
programs despite a decrease in funding. 
MATTHEWS:  Voiced appreciation to the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) 
and Charlotte County Public Works staff for the installation of the left turn arrow at 
Aqui Esta Drive. 
-  Announced she made progress with FDOT on the wayfinding project to re-face 
signage. 
-  Reported striping and flexi-posts were installed at Chase Bank. 
-  Stated Mr. Don Sabatini had a serious accident, requesting everyone keep him in 
their prayers. 
CAREY:  Announced she would be away and not accessible during the break, noting 
her newsletter would not be published. 

CITIZENS COMMENTS 

Ms. Pat Niles spoke regarding building height in downtown Punta Gorda being 
described as stories, expressing preference for clearly defining a building height limit. 
Mr. Gary Wein requested Council stay the course on pickleball.  He then commented 
the swale drainage improvements project had arisen from a failure of property owners 
to maintain their property, which was a violation of City Code. 
Ms. Sheila Jaeger voiced dismay regarding Council’s decision to allow the pickleball 
courts at Gilchrist Park to remain open at Christmas. 
The meeting was adjourned at 11:56 a.m. 

 
 
 
 ________________________________ 
 Mayor 
 
_________________________________  
City Clerk 
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