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City Manager

City Closures — The government offices of the City of Punta Gorda will be closed on May 25 for
the Memorial Day holiday. Residents of the City of Punta Gorda will notice NO change in their trash,
yard waste and recycling collections during this holiday. Services for commercial businesses will
notice NO change in trash collections.

Memorial Day Ceremony — Memorial Day is a time to reflect on those who have lost their lives
in active military duty. The COVID-19 situation has changed many parts of the way our lives are
conducted and have unfortunately resulted in the postponement of previously planned events to
celebrate and honor individuals who have sacrificed so much to serve our country. Adaptation
and flexibility have become key themes throughout the City as we adjust to the “new normal”.
Technology is playing a greater role in all aspects of life. The celebration of Memorial Day is no
exception. The Military Heritage Museum in Punta Gorda will be providing a Livecast for this
year’s Memorial Day ceremony. The event will take place on Monday, May 25 at noon. This
online livecast will be broadcasted by the Military Heritage Museum through the museum’s
Facebook page, led by the Charlotte County Veterans Council and hosted by the Military
Heritage Museum. While current events unfolding across the country and the world have made it
impossible for us to come together at Veterans Park in Punta Gorda, there WILL be a Memorial
Day ceremony, however this year it will be a live broadcast viewed through Facebook - NOT in
person. The community is invited to join in online for a special tribute to members of America’s
armed forces who have made the ultimate sacrifice. Use the following link to view the Memorial
Day commemoration: ttps://www.facebook.com/MilitaryHeritageMuseum/. Tyler Crane,
President of the Charlotte County Veterans Memorial shared, “As our community navigates
these unprecedented times, we are honored to be able to bring a Memorial Day ceremony into
your homes. Join us as we honor the finest men and women to ever serve our great nation.”
During the Memorial Day commemoration livecast, the names of loved ones who have paid the
ultimate sacrifice will be posted and shared on a "virtual remembrance wall." To submit a name
for remembrance, please email the fallen hero's name and military branch to:
info@freedomisntfree.org (photos are also welcome).

Sign Regulations — At the May 20 meeting, City Council discussed the first draft of the repeal
and rewriting of the sign code. The next steps are to revise proposal based on Council input, test
proposed changes to verify consistency, present revised & tested draft to stakeholders such as
businesses, Chambers of Commerce, Home Owners Associations, the resident-based Land
Development Committee, and making the draft available for public review and comment.
Building Permit Fees — To assist residents and business owners during this period of financial
hardship, the City of Punta Gorda Building Division will reduce all building permit fees,
residential and commercial, by 25%. This includes new construction, and will take affect May 26
under the state of local emergency declaration and run through Sept. 30. Call 941-575-3324 for
more information about permitting and fees or visit www.cityofpuntagordafl.com.
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Vacation Rentals — On May 20, the Florida Department of Business and Professional
Regulations approved Charlotte County’s safety plan to reopen short-term vacation rentals. The
plan pertains to the City as well. In Charlotte County, rentals likewise won’t be allowed for those
from the now 19 areas identified by the Governor’s Office as COVID-19 hot spots. That
restriction will be in place for the next 45 days. International visitors are not allowed at all. The
county will require signage at properties explaining CDC guidelines and sanitation expectations.
Parties of more than 10 are not allowed.

COVID-19 - The City of Punta Gorda received a
large supply of protective masks this week, which
the Vice Mayor delivered to the City Manager at this
week’s Council meeting. We would like to thank the
ladies who have been working diligently sewing
masks to keep everyone in the community safe. Our
City staff is gearing up to reopen our buildings soon,
and the masks are greatly appreciated to help keep
them safe and healthy. Thanks to local residents Charlie Popp, Stephanie Stewart, Kate Albers,
Carol Tibbals, Melissa Moskaluk and Liz Chudoba for their generous donation.

COVID-19 Testing — CVS Pharmacy, 2400 Tamiami Trail, Punta Gorda, FL 33950 has been
named one of the new COVID-19 testing sites. Self-swab tests will be available to individuals
meeting Centers for Disease Control and Prevention criteria, in addition to age guidelines.
Patients must register in advance at CVS.com beginning May 22 to schedule an appointment.
Patients will be required to stay in their cars and directed to the pharmacy drive-thru window
where they will be provided with a test kit and given instructions, and a CVS Pharmacy team
member will observe the self-swab process to ensure it is done properly. Tests will be sent to an
independent, third-party lab for processing and the results will be available in approximately
three days.

Urban Design

CHNEP

Coastal & Heartland National Estuary Partnership (CHNEP) is excited to once again host the tri-
annual Watershed Summit. Given the overwhelming response of great research to share, we will
be hosting a free virtual summit on June 1 and 2. Sponsors include WGCU Public Media and the
Florida Section of the American Water Resources Association. Additionally, AWRA will
provide Continuing Education Hours (CEHs) to attendees of the summit. Registration is required
in advance. The Summit will be held in four sessions that support the primary actions of the
CHNEP as listed below. Presenters will include entities such as Florida Fish & Wildlife
Conservation Commission, South and Southwest Florida Water Management Districts, Sanibel
Captiva Conservation Foundation, and the Conservancy of Southwest Florida.

For Registration and Draft Agenda for the 2020 Watershed Summit, please visit:
https://www.chnep.org/watershed-summit.

Lot Mowing Program

The City has completed mowing the following areas:
» Colony Point (Colony Point Dr., W. Marion Ave., Socorro Dr., and Coronado Dr.).
» PGI (Bal Harbor Blvd, Deborah Drive, Ryan Blvd, Suzi Street, and Casey Key Drive).


https://www.cvs.com/minuteclinic/covid-19-testing
https://www.chnep.org/watershed-summit
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Urban Design

City Council approved the PGI Green Thumbs proposal to develop a Serenity Garden at Nature
Park East. The PGI Green Thumbs are the volunteers that have maintained and improved the
City's Nature Park for the last ten years. This next phase requires Florida Department of
Environmental Protection (FDEP) approval and once received the group will begin the Serenity
Garden construction. Funds for the project are from the 2020 Giving Challenge with matching
funds from the Patterson Foundation.
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City staff attended (virtually) the regular meeting of the Charlotte County-Punta Gorda

Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) Board meeting. At this meeting the Board discussed
the following items of interest:
Short term projects —
» Continued discussion of interstate guide signage for the Vietham Memorial Wall
and the Military Heritage Museum
» County and City cooperation on an intersection study on Burnt Store Road at the
entrances to the Home Depot/Burnt Store Promenades retail center
Five year Transportation Improvement Program — adopted five year budget for federally funded
transportation projects
Project priorities — list of transportation projects for which the MPO is seeking funding
Long Range Transportation Plan — progress report on the ongoing update to the 2045 long
rangeplan which is updated every five years as required by Federal law. The plan is comprised
of major components including:
» Vision, Goals & Objectives — guiding principles of the plan
» Needs Plan — analysis of the all the desired transportation projects based on
existing travel demand and projected growth in terms of employment and
population
» Cost Feasible Plan — list of projects based on the needs plan and projected
revenues (Federal, State, & Local tax dollars) that projected between now and
2045
The MPO will be seeking public input on the Long Range Transportation Plan in June/July, more
details on virtual participation opportunities are anticipated soon.
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Public Works

Canal Maintenance

Seawall Replacement Projects - The seawall replacement contractor has completed 15 seawall
replacement projects in PGI and there are five projects under construction. Four seawall
replacement projects have been completed in BSI and there are two projects under construction.
A seawall replacement project is not considered complete until the sod has been placed.

» Crews filled depressions at 21 locations.

» Crews performed 20 seawall cap and seam patches (148’ linear ft.).

» Crews removed two pieces of debris from the canal (a palm frond & a deck board).

Engineering

Boca Grande Drainage Improvements - Properties are currently in the acquisition phase for
pond usage which will determine design completion.

City wide Drainage Swale regrading — Contractor continued to work on punch list repairs at
various locations. During the week of May 26 work will be underway at 1623-1631 Casey Key,
1620-1634 Casey Key and 5039-5043 Key Largo. To date the contractor has completed work at
742 properties totaling 556,350 square feet of grading and sodding.

FDOT - US 41 Carmalita Street to Marion Ave. within City of Punta Gorda - The Florida
Department of Transportation’s contractor, Highway Safety Devices, continues work to install
new signals on US 41 from Carmalita St. to Marion Ave. The construction will take place
Monday through Friday during daytime and nighttime/overnight hours, weather permitting. Lane
closures may occur during daytime hours from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. For complete details, contact
information and map http://www.ci.punta-gorda.fl.us/government/public- works/engmeerlng
Harborwalk (Gilchrist Gazebo to Berry St.) - The contractor £ Nty
continues sending in product submittals for approval. Demo and
tree removal is complete. Survey and site layout is occuring in
preperation of grading. Pedestrians and cyclists are not permitted
in the work area during construction. This project is anticipated to =
complete by the end of September 2020. o
Paving Program (E. Charlotte Ave. from US 41 SB to Cooper St.) - The ﬁnal strlplng
application is complete.

Sanitation

Proper Disposal Guidelines — Residents are encourged to review the Solid Waste, Yardwaste
and Recycling collection guildlines http://www.ci.punta-gorda.fl.us/government/public-
works/sanitation. Please direct any questions to Public Works at (941) 575-5050 during the hours
of 8 a.m. — 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday.

» Garbage/Trash/Refuse is the accumulation of food wastes, paper products, packaging,
containers, sweepings, etc. Trash should be bagged and placed inside the can to prevent
any wind-blown litter during the collection process, or any leakage from wet garbage. It
can also help keep animals out of your garbage. Garbage is collected twice per week, and
must be out to the curb by 6 a.m. on the day of collection to guarantee pickup.

» Yardwaste is the accumulation of lawn, grass & shrubbery cuttings, dry leaf rakings,
palm fronds, tree branches or limbs, tree trunks, bushes or shrubs or part thereof, green
leaf cuttings and other vegetation, generated by the nature of normal yard maintenance or
trimming. Yardwaste is collected once per week, and must also be out to the curb by 6
a.m. on the day of collection to guarantee pickup. Do not mix yard waste with regular
household trash.



http://www.ci.punta-gorda.fl.us/government/public-works/engineering
http://www.ci.punta-gorda.fl.us/government/public-works/sanitation
http://www.ci.punta-gorda.fl.us/government/public-works/sanitation
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» Needles and Sharps The City’s home-generated Sharps Recovery Program was designed
as a FREE community service to assist the public with a safe and environmentally sound
method for disposing of used needles or "sharps”. Here’s how it works.

v" Stop by the Public Safety Building (1410 Tamiami Trail)
Monday-Friday between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. to pick up a new
sharps container and instructions on its use.

v’ Take the container home and dispose of your used items
completely intact into the sharps container.

v" When approximately % full, permanently close the top by
following the simple directions on the container.

v Once closed, return the filled sharps container to the Public
Safety Building, for proper disposal and to obtain a new container.

Police Department

Online Records Requests: You can now submit public records requests for the Punta Gorda
Police Department online by visiting www.pgpdrecords.com. Public records requests can also be
submitted by mailing your request to PGPD Records Unit, 1410 Tamiami Trail, Punta Gorda, FL
33950.

Police Officer Testing — The Punta Gorda Police Department is currently accepting applications
for the position of Police Officer. Testing will be held on Sept. 14 with oral board interviews
scheduled on Sept. 15 and Sept. 16. You can apply to participate by visiting www.pgpdjobs.com.
For more information, please contact the Employee Development Coordinator at (941) 575-5571
or by email at employeedevelopment@pgorda.us.

Public Safety Dispatcher Testing — The Punta Gorda Police Department is currently accepting
applications for the position of Public Safety Dispatcher. Testing will be held on Jun. 15. To
apply visit www.pgpdjobs.com. For more information, please contact the Employee
Development Coordinator at (941) 575-5571 or by email at employeedevelopment(@pgorda.us.
Internship Program — The police department is currently accepting internship applications for
the Spring Semester of 2021. Our internship program is open to college students and high school
seniors interested in gaining educational experience in law enforcement, criminal justice, and
small government administration. Please contact the internship program coordinator at (941)
575-5571 or employeedevelopment@pgorda.us for additional information or to have an
application package sent.

Fire Department

Hurricane Season Begins June 1 — Severe weather can happen anytime and anywhere,
especially in Florida. According to the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, 40
percent of hurricane landfalls in the United States happen here. Hurricane season begins in a few
weeks so Floridians should learn now how they’re going to remain alert over the six-month
period. There are many easy ways residents can connect with local officials to receive up-to-date
information about severe weather such as hurricanes.
v Go online to the Florida Division of Emergency Management (FDEM) at
FloridaDisaster.org/AlertFlorida. From there residents can sign up for electronic severe
weather alerts specific to their community.


http://www.pgpdrecords.com/
http://www.pgpdjobs.com/
mailto:employeedevelopment@pgorda.us
http://www.pgpdjobs.com/
mailto:employeedevelopment@pgorda.us
mailto:employeedevelopment@pgorda.us
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v Buy a weather radio, preferably one that uses batteries and has crank-power capabilities.
Radios provide continuous updates and weather-related safety information from a
resident’s closest National Weather Service office.

v Call the FDEM State Assistance and Information Line, or SAIL, at (800) 342-3557.
FDEM activates the toll-free hotline during emergencies.

v Connect with local emergency managers on social media

v Enable Wireless Emergency Alerts on mobile devices. Sign up for Alert Punta Gorda
https://member.everbridge.net/index/371776664109086#/

Groundwater R.O. Construction Update

Utilities Administration

Week 98 — South filter evaluation has been started.

The resampling for Total Trihalomethanes (TTHMs) has been
conducted at 601 Shreve Street. A table of the resample
values is on the City’s web-page under the Utilities
Department. All resample values at this sample site as well as
throughout the water system were below the 80 ug/L drinking water standard.

Water Treatment Plant Operations

40.5 MG delivered to the distribution system with a 5.8 MG daily average

Peace River Manasota Regional Water Supply Authority Emergency Interconnect — Receiving
water at a rate of .5 million gallons per day, started Sept. 30.

Rainfall in May 2019 6.20”, May 2020 0.25”

Hardness is a measurement of calcium and magnesium ions naturally occurring in the raw water.
Current Condition “very hard” — Grains of Hardness 20 ppm — Total hardness 342 ppm

TDS for May 21 — Current 581 ppm, Low 380 ppm, High 597 ppm, 12 Year Avg. 520 ppm
Reservoir May 21 — Current 5.05°, Record Low 4.48°, Record High 5.99, 55 Year Avg. 5.11°

City Clerk

The next General Election for the City of Punta Gorda will take place on Nov. 3 and will include
City Council Districts 1, 2 and 4 (to be included on the County’s ballot). Councilmembers serve
a two (2) year term. Candidate packets are now available through the City Clerk’s Office by
calling (941) 575-3305. Candidate information and forms are also available online on the City’s
website at http://www.ci.punta-gorda.fl.us/government/city-clerk/elections-and-voting as well as
from the Department of  State Division of  Elections website at
https://dos.myflorida.com/elections. Filed candidates for City district seats must obtain a imum
of 25 but not more than 50 signatures from registered voters in their district to qualify to put their
name on the ballot. Qualifying begins June 8 (at noon) and ends at noon on June 12. Petition
forms must be obtained from the City Clerk. For information or questions regarding quaolifying,
please  contact Karen Smith, City Clerk, at (941) 575-3305 or email
pgclerk@cityofpuntagordafl.com. Questions regarding voter registration, vote-by-mail ballots or
precinct and polling information should be directed to the Charlotte County Supervisor of
Elections Office at (941) 833-5400.



https://member.everbridge.net/index/371776664109086%23/
https://dos.myflorida.com/elections
mailto:pgclerk@cityofpuntagordafl.com
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Current Board and Committee Vacancies (Volunteer Appointment Information Form)
Several City Boards will resume holding meetings beginning in June (only those with time
sensitive or urgent business to address). Please check the City’s web calendar for schedule.
The City Clerk’s Office will continue to announce vacancies and accept new Board Appointment
Information Forms (available at http://www.ci.punta-gorda.fl.us/government/boards-committees)
from interested citizens for City Council consideration so that we are prepared to resume
meetings with a full quorum of members when it is safe to do so.

Board of Zoning Appeals — (One alternate vacancy) Meets the 4th Tuesday at 4 p.m. in City
Council Chambers. City residency required. Seven-member board with two alternate members.
Three-year terms - maximum of three terms. Financial disclosure required. Makes
recommendations to City Council on variances to City Code.

Building Board — (Two alternate vacancies) Meets the 4th Tuesday at 9 a.m. in City Council
Chambers — City residency not required. Seven member board with two alternate members.
Three year terms — maximum of three terms. Four members must be involved with the building
industry and three members must be consumer advocates who are not, nor ever have been,
involved with building industry. Makes recommendations to City Council on the minimum
qualifying requirements for obtaining Certificates of Competency in the various construction
trades and the fees for same. Periodically reviews and holds public hearings on all building,
electrical, plumbing, housing, gas, fire prevention and other related codes. Reviews enforcement
of all codes relating to construction standards and acts as condemnation board in matters of
violation of minimum standards. Hears alleged complaints against contractors.

Planning Commission — (two regular vacancies) Meets the 4th Monday at 2 p.m. in City Council
Chambers. Must be City resident. Seven member board with two alternate members. Three year
terms — maximum of three terms. Makes recommendations to City Council with regard to
amending, extending or adding to the comprehensive plan for the physical development of the
City, platting or subdividing land within the City and adopting and amending a zoning ordinance.

New Businesses

All persons, firms or corporations engaging in business or occupation within the City of Punta
Gorda are required to obtain a Local Business Tax (LBT) Receipt in accordance with Chapter 12
of the Punta Gorda City Code. As part of our effort to promote economic development and
vitality in our area, we offer the following list of new or transferred business within our
community this week:

v' Beltone Hearing Aid Service, 3941 Tamiami Trail, Unit 3137

v Dream Salon & Spa, 117 Herald Court, Unit 115

v Levell Wealth Management, 230 Bal Harbor Boulevard, Unit 113


http://www.ci.punta-gorda.fl.us/home/showdocument?id=1532
http://www.ci.punta-gorda.fl.us/government/boards-committees

