
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

WEEKLY HIGHLIGHTS REPORT 

JUNE 19, 2020 

 
City Manager 

 

 COVID-19 Testing – COVID-19 testing will take place at the Cooper Street Recreation 
Center on June 23 and June 25 from 9 a.m. until noon. This is walk up or drive up testing site. 

Those wishing to be tested can register at https://coadfl.org/covid-19-testing-assessment/.  

 Virtual Town Hall Recap – A virtual town hall meeting was held on June 19. City Council 

along with the City Manager and other City leaders answered frequently asked questions about 

the City. Topics included a COVID-19 and hurricane preparedness, business development, 

volunteerism, beautification, seawall reporting, reflections about City Council service, 

technology, the new R.O. plant, body cams, the Metropolitan Planning Organization board 

service, City finances, becoming a vendor for the City, diversity and reflections from the City 

Manager regarding the future of Punta Gorda. City Council will discuss at a future meeting if 

they would like to hold another Town Hall and the type of format to use. Thanks to all that were 

able to join us. The video will be loaded on the City’s Youtube channel early next week.  

 City Council Recap – City Council met on June 17:  

 A request was granted for an extension at 900 W. Marion Avenue to extend a moratorium 

of enforcement related to the public use of the auditorium with the understanding that the 

process to amend the planned development neighborhood would begin this week. The 

extension is until Oct. 16, 2020. 

 Complete Streets Improvements for E. Virgina from U.S. 41 North to Nesbit. Council 

approved moving forward with design, permitting and bidding of street improvements. 

Scope of work next task to initiate proposal process to select design engineering firm. 

 Discussion of rear yard encroachments within the Special Residential Overlay District. 

Council approved preparation of code amendments to meet Federal Emergency 

Management Agency and Florida Building Code requirements. 

 Service Line Warranties of America – Punta Gorda utility customers are receiving an 

introductory mailing with information about optional exterior water or sewer service line repair 

plans available through SLWA. Utility customers are advised to go to the SWLA website 

www.slwofa.com  and read the information thoroughly before making any decision. SWLA 

offers three different warranty options to City of Punta Gorda utility customers. All three are 

completely optional to participate in.  

 Exterior Water Service Line Coverage $5.75/mo  

  Exterior Sewer/Septic Line Coverage $7.75/mo  

 Interior Plumbing and Drainage System $9.99/mo. 

Services are billed, monthly, quarterly or annually directly through SLWA. SLWA plan holders 

have access to a repair hotline that is accessible 24 hours a day, 365 days a year, and repairs are 

performed by local, licensed, and insured contractors. Punta Gorda homeowners can learn more 

about the plans and SLWA by visiting www.slwofa.com   or calling toll-free 1-866-922-9006.  

https://coadfl.org/covid-19-testing-assessment/
http://www.slwofa.com/
http://www.slwofa.com/
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 Banners – During the COVID-19 pandemic, the City of Punta Gorda has strived to assist the 

local businesses by permitting business event banners for 30 days at a time with or without a 

business event permit.  It is the City’s intent to continue this extension thru July 31.  Temporary 

signage permitted prior to July 31 will not count toward the allowance of 12 business events 

which are permitted each year. Please be advised that all temporary signage is required to be 

removed by August 1 and any businesses which desire temporary signage after this date must 

contact the City’s Code Compliance division to request a new business event permit. Also 

beginning August 1, all business event permit requests will be counted toward the total of 12 

business events which are permitted annually. Code Compliance permits can be requested online 

at http://www.ci.punta-gorda.fl.us/residents/code-compliance/code-compliance-permits , email at 

pgcode@CityofPuntaGordaFL.com  or telephone at (941) 575-3352. 

Upcoming Events 

 Fishermen’s Village Events  –  available at https://www.fishville.com/events/  

 Military Heritage Museum Events –  available at https://freedomisntfree.org/upcoming-events/.  

 Punta Gorda Chamber of Commerce Events – available at 

https://puntagordachamber.com/calendar-events/ 

 Charlotte County Chamber of Commerce Events – available at 

https://business.charlottecountychamber.org/events 

Lot Mowing Program 

 The City has completed mowing the following areas: 

 Colony Point (Colony Point Dr., W. Marion Ave., Socorro Dr., and Coronado Dr.). 

 PGI (Bal Harbor Blvd, Deborah Drive, Ryan Blvd, Suzi Street, and Casey Key Drive). 

Urban Design  

 Exciting announcement to kick off the 

Parks and Recreation Master Plan update in 

the City of Punta Gorda. As part of the 

Recreation and Open Space Element of the 

City's adopted Comprehensive Plan, the 

Parks and Recreation Master Plan is to be 

updated every 10 years.  The last plan was 

adopted in 2009 and the necessary update 

was placed on hold until the completion of 

the Citywide Master Plan. This is a 

reminder that we are asking residents to 

take part in the contest to name the updated plan! The deadline is June 26 at 4 p.m. EST. Our 

second update video will be up on June 22 at 11 a.m. EST. Stay tuned on what's to come at your 

Florida Harborside Hometown! For more information, please visit http://www.ci.punta-

gorda.fl.us/i-want-to-/view/park-recreation-master-plan.  

 After weeks of being shutdown, the agripreneur garden is 

cleaned up and operational.  Most of the boxes are cleared 

out to plant another crop. Eggplant and peppers are 

continuing to grow and there are more sprouting 

cucumbers.  The bananas have EXPLODED! The new 

“pups” that sprouted alongside the parent bananas were 

separated and planted to hopefully make more trees.  The 

next step is to beat down the grass that is growing so fast. 

http://www.ci.punta-gorda.fl.us/residents/code-compliance/code-compliance-permits
mailto:pgcode@CityofPuntaGordaFL.com
https://www.fishville.com/events/
https://freedomisntfree.org/upcoming-events/
https://puntagordachamber.com/calendar-events/
https://business.charlottecountychamber.org/events
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 The Charlotte County-Punta Gorda Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) – The 

Charlotte County MPO will be holding a series of VIRTUAL Community Outreach Events to 

solicit public opinion, ideas, and comments on the 2045 Long Range Transportation Plan 

(LRTP). The meetings are on June 24 and June 30 in a virtual GoToMeeting webinar format. 

Public input includes ranking and prioritization of transportation projects (needs) based on 

revenue sources projected out to the year 2045.  A feedback form will be available on the MPO 

website for two weeks to capture your inputs starting on June 19. June 24 from 10 a.m. to 12 

p.m. and June 30 from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. are when the Virtual meetings are available.  The 

sessions are a GoToMeeting and the information to access meeting is listed below. If you have 

any questions, please call the MPO office. Please join the meeting at 

https://register.gotowebinar.com/rt/7071142204484954637. Persons wishing to provide public 

comment will still be allowed to do so by alternative means. Written comments may be 

submitted by either emailing the comments to office@ccmpo.com.or mailing the comments to 

the address below.  The comments will be considered towards the 2045 Cost Feasible Plan 

projects and will be incorporated as part of the Plan. More information regarding the workshops 

and transportation issues are available on the MPO website at www.ccmpo.com. For more 

information, please contact the MPO Office at (941) 883-3535 or office@ccmpo.com  

Public Works 

Canal Maintenance 

 Seawall Replacement Projects - The seawall replacement contractor has completed 18 seawall 

replacement projects in PGI and there are 9 projects under construction. Five seawall 

replacement projects have been completed in BSI and there is 1 project under construction.  A 

seawall replacement project is not considered complete until the sod has been placed.  

 Crews filled depressions at 18 locations. 

 Crews performed 6 seawall cap and seam patches (21’ linear ft.).  

 Crews removed a 16’ palm frond and a wood piling from canal. 

 The Burnt Store Isles lock and the Sancho Panza Point was mowed and trimmed.    

Engineering  

 Harborwalk (Gilchrist Gazebo to Berry St.) - 

Compaction density of the subbase material passed 

testing. Subbase placement and compaction continues. 

Formwork and concrete placement and testing has 

commenced.  Pipe and drainage structures have been 

recieved, with installations to commence next week. 

Pedestrians and cyclists are restricted from the work 

area during construction. This project is anticipated to 

complete by the end of September 2020.  

 Shreve St (MURT) – Lighted bollards have been 

ordered.  

 City wide Drainage Swale regrading – The contractor has been working to establish positive 

drainage along the West side of Berry St. between the tidal canal South of W. Virginia Ave. and 

the intersection of Berry St. and W. Grace St. After positive drainage is established along Berry 

St. work will begin at 418-434 W. Grace St; 403-409 W. Grace St. and 434-440 W. Ann St. To 

date the contractor has completed work at 758 properties totaling 567,800 square feet of grading 

and sodding.  

https://register.gotowebinar.com/rt/7071142204484954637
mailto:office@ccmpo.com
http://www.ccmpo.com/
mailto:office@ccmpo.com
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 FDOT - US 41 Carmalita Street to Marion Ave. within City of Punta Gorda - The Florida 

Department of Transportation’s contractor, Highway Safety Devices, continues work to install 

new signals on US 41 from Carmalita St. to Marion Ave. The construction will take place 

Monday through Friday during daytime and nighttime/overnight hours, weather permitting. Lane 

closures may occur during daytime hours from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. For complete details, contact 

information and map http://www.ci.punta-gorda.fl.us/government/public-works/engineering. 

 

Police Department  

 

 New Canine Officer – The police department would 

like to welcome the newest member of the PGPD family, 

K9 Sadie (pictured here with her partner Officer Burga). 

Thanks to everyone in the community who voted to help 

us name her! 

 Police Officer Testing – The Punta Gorda Police 

Department is currently accepting applications for the 

position of Police Officer. Testing will be held on Sept. 

14 with oral board interviews scheduled on Sept. 15 and 

Sept. 16.  

 Public Safety Dispatcher Testing – The Punta Gorda 

Police Department is currently accepting applications for 

the position of Public Safety Dispatcher. Testing will be 

held on Set. 21. 

 Internship Program – The police department is 

currently accepting internship applications for the Spring 

Semester of 2021. Our internship program is open to 

college students and high school seniors interested in 

gaining educational experience in law enforcement, criminal justice, and small government 

administration.  

To apply for any of these positions or for more information please visit www.pgdjobs.com (941) 

575-5571 or employeedevelopment@pgorda.us for additional information or to have an 

application package sent.  

 

Fire Department 

 

 Firework Safety – Fireworks can and do cause serious burns and eye injuries annually.  

According to the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission, an average of 250 people to the 

emergency room every day with fireworks-related injuries in the month around the 4th of July 

holiday. Not only do fireworks cause bodily injury, NFPA, reports fireworks start an average of 

18,500 fires per year, including 1,300 structure fires, 300 vehicle fires, and 16,900 outside and 

other fires and an average of $43 million in direct property damage.  The Punta Gorda Fire 

Department strongly recommends that if you want to see a fireworks display, find a public 

display where fireworks are being handled by professionals and safety is a top priority. Both 

North Port (https://www.cityofnorthport.com/government/city-services/parks-recreation/special-

events/freedom-festival) and Bonita Springs 

(http://www.cityofbonitasprings.org/cms/one.aspx?portalId=11726542&pageId=16810875) are 

holding drive in fireworks displays.  

 

http://www.ci.punta-gorda.fl.us/government/public-works/engineering
mailto:employeedevelopment@pgorda.us
https://www.cityofnorthport.com/government/city-services/parks-recreation/special-events/freedom-festival
https://www.cityofnorthport.com/government/city-services/parks-recreation/special-events/freedom-festival
http://www.cityofbonitasprings.org/cms/one.aspx?portalId=11726542&pageId=16810875
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Utilities Department 

 

Utilities Administration 

 If you are a customer that has previously participated in in the Lead and Copper sample 

collection program, the City of Punta Gorda will be calling you to schedule sample collection for 

the end of July. Samples are collected by the homeowner, to determine the contribution of faucet 

fixtures, household pipes and/or solder to the lead and copper levels in their tap water. This 

sampling effort is required by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), and is being 

accomplished through the cooperation of homeowners. Previous participants are also welcome to 

call the Water Treatment Plant to get scheduled at (941) 639-2057 or (941) 575-5004. 

Groundwater R.O. Construction Update 

 The City received the final permit approval from the Florida Department of Environmental 

Protection  (FDEP).  FDEP indicated that the project has been constructed in accordance with the 

FDEP Permit  and related plans and materials and that satisfactory pressure and bacteriological 

tests were conducted in accordance with the AWWA standards. Based on the certification and 

satisfactory bacteriological results, FDEP is clearing the project for service. Once all the startup 

testing is complete the City is authorized to place the blended water from the RO plant and the 

surface water plant into the water distribution system.  We expect this to occur by mid July. 

 The project is nearing completion.  The actual startup of the new RO facility will be a measured 

and gradual process.  We are testing to ensure all the components including pumping, 

controllers, sensors and chemical feed systems are functioning as designed to ensure the water 

produced meets all regulatory standards.  Week 102 –  RO Plant Operator’s New Water Quality 

testing lab.  

 

Water Treatment Plant Operations 

 28.1 MG delivered to the distribution system with a 4.0 MG daily average 

 Peace River Manasota Regional Water Supply Authority Emergency Interconnect – Receiving 

water at a rate of .5 million gallons per day, started Sept. 30.  

 Rainfall in June 2019 7.30”, June 2020 12.20” 

 Hardness is a measurement of calcium and magnesium ions naturally occurring in the raw water.  

Current Condition “hard” – Grains of Hardness 11 ppm – Total hardness 188 ppm 

 TDS for June 18 – Current 430 ppm, Low 320 ppm, High 541 ppm, 12 Year Avg. 438 ppm 

 Reservoir June 18 – Current 5.50’, Record Low 4.17’, Record High 6.34,  55 Year Avg. 5.36’ 
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City Clerk 

 

 Current Board and Committee Vacancies (Volunteer Appointment Information Form)  

Several City Boards have resumed holding meetings in June (only those with time sensitive or 

urgent business to address).  Please check the City’s web calendar for schedule. The City Clerk’s 

Office will continue to announce vacancies and accept new Board Appointment Information 

Forms (available at http://www.ci.punta-gorda.fl.us/government/boards-committees) 

from interested citizens for City Council consideration so that we are prepared to resume 

meetings with a full quorum of members when it is safe to do so.   

 Building Board – (One alternate vacancy) Meets the 4th Tuesday at 9 a.m. in City Council 

Chambers – City residency not required. Seven member board with two alternate members.  

Three year terms – maximum of three terms.  Four members must be involved with the building 

industry and three members must be consumer advocates who are not, nor ever have been, 

involved with building industry.  Makes recommendations to City Council on the minimum 

qualifying requirements for obtaining Certificates of Competency in the various construction 

trades and the fees for same.  Periodically reviews and holds public hearings on all building, 

electrical, plumbing, housing, gas, fire prevention and other related codes.  Reviews enforcement 

of all codes relating to construction standards and acts as condemnation board in matters of 

violation of minimum standards.  Hears alleged complaints against contractors. 

New Businesses  

 All persons, firms or corporations engaging in business or occupation within the City of Punta 

Gorda are required to obtain a Local Business Tax (LBT) Receipt in accordance with Chapter 12 

of the Punta Gorda City Code.  As part of our effort to promote economic development and 

vitality in our area, we offer the following list of new or transferred business within our 

community this week:   

 PG Social House, LLC, 258 West Marion Avenue 

 Room by Room Furnishings, 258 West Marion Avenue 

 Soukup Vacation Rental, 327 Caicos Drive 

 

http://www.ci.punta-gorda.fl.us/home/showdocument?id=1532
http://www.ci.punta-gorda.fl.us/government/boards-committees

