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If you are thinking of offering your home in Punta Gorda as a vaca-
tion rental, the City offers many activities and attractions to visi-
tors, making Punta Gorda an attractive vacation destination. This
brochure contains the requirements and guidelines for operating a
vacation rental within the City limits.

VACATION RENTAL DEFINITION

A vacation rental is any unit or group of units in a condominium or
cooperative or any individually or collectively owned single-family,
two-family, three-family or four-family house or dwelling unit that
is also a transient public lodging establishment but that is not a
timeshare project.

NOTE: Per City Code, a single family home may be used as a Rooming/
Boarding House in the General Multi-Family and City Center Districts
only if approved by Special Exception, and Bed and Breakfast inns may
only be operated in the Historic District.

CORPORATIONS, PARTNERSHIPS AND SOLE PROPRIET ORSHIPS

As a business owner it is important to determine the legal structure for
your business. Your choice determines what kind of taxes the business
must pay, who is liable and what forms are necessary. There are four
main choices:

1) Corporation - Any entity transacting business as a corporation is
required to file documents of incorporation or authorization
with the Division of Corporations and pay the filing fee.

2) Partnership - Two or more partners share control.

3) Sole Proprietorship - The owner has absolute authority over all
business decisions.

4) Limited Liability Company - A business structure that combines
the pass-through taxation of a partnership or sole proprietor-
ship with the limited liability of a corporation.
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APPLY FOR CITY LOCAL BUSINESS TAX RECEIPT

Separate Local Business Tax Receipts are required for each vacation
rental property in the City. Applications are available at the City Clerk’s
Office at (941)575-3369 or online at pgorda.us.

STATE LICENSE FOR LODGING ESTABLISHMENTS REQUIRED

Please note the City cannot issue a Local Business Tax Receipt until the
vacation rental is licensed by the State. Information and applications for
licensing are available through the State of Florida Division of Hotels
and Restaurants Customer Care Center at (850)487-1395 or online at
myflorida.license.com.

For Information regarding State Sales Tax requirements, contact the
Department of Revenue at (800)352-6731 at myflorida.com/dor

CHARLOTTE COUNTY

Charlotte County also requires a Local Business Tax Receipt to be ob-
tained along with registration for payment of the Tourist Development
Tax (a 5% charge on the revenue collected from vacation rentals which
are rented for a period of 6 months or less - also known as the “bed
tax”.) For more information and application forms, contact the Char-
lotte County Tax Collectors Office at (941)743-1350 or online at taxcol-
lector.charlottecountyfl.gov.

A Federal Employer Identification Number (obtained by filing Form Ss-
4) is issued to most businesses. Federal forms and publications are
available by calling (800)829-3676 or online at irs.gov.

FICTITIOUS NAMES

If your business will use any name other than the owner’s legal name or
a properly registered corporate name, a Fictitious Name (also referred
to as a "d/b/a") must be registered with the State. Additional infor-
mation and forms are available from the Florida Department of State,
Fictitious MName Registration, P.O. Box 1300, Tallahassee, Florida
32302, (850)245-6058, or online at sunbiz.org.



WELCOME TENANTS }

We hope visitors enjoy their stay in our City.
This information is provided to familiarize
visitors with the area as well as any pertinent \’
restrictions and Codes which vary among

neighborhoods. The City’s Code of Ordinances helps to keep neighbor-
hoods beautiful and safe. For example:

There is a “Pooper Scooper Ordinance” requiring the removal of canine
fecal matter from the street, sidewalk, swale, bike path, park area or
any other public property.

There are parking restrictions in the Special Residential Overlay Dis-
tricts including guidelines for recreational vehicle parking and water-
craft parking and storage.

For more information and all of the Cities Codes, please visit the City’s
website pgorda.us.

MAY WE SUGGEST....

Every rental property owner has certain "Do's & Don'ts" of their own
which renters should follow. May we suggest along with posting a list
of such rules you include guidelines to encourage guests to be respect-
ful of their surroundings and neighbors by not having late night par-
ties or loud music and if you allow pets, to request the pets be kept
inside at night to reduce barking.

Inform your tenants of your trash and recycling collec-
tion schedule.

Refuse/garbage must be placed at the curb by 6:00 a.m. on your sched-
uled pick-up day.

Curbside recycling is collected once each week for clear, green and
brown glass, newspaper, corrugated cardboard, plastic bottles (Codes 1
& 2) and steel and aluminum cans. Recycling bins must be placed at
the curb by 6:00 a.m. on your scheduled pickup day.

For solid waste and recycling collection information, call Public Works
at (941)575-5050.



IN CASE OF EMERGENCY

Remind tenants to always call 811,

Provide your tenants with local emergency and utility contact
numbers. This is a great way to ensure your tenants know you
are looking out for their best interests and safety.

NON-EMERGENCY CONTACT NUMBERS

e Police Non-Emergency - (941)639-4111

e Fire Non-Emergency - (941)575-5529

e Public Works - (841)575-5050 (Sanitation/Right-of-way)
e Florida Power & Light - (941)639-1106

PROVIDE TENANTS WITH CONTACT INFORMATION FOR ANY
MAINTENANCE/SERVICE SUCH AS:

e Property Management ()

e Lawn Service ()
e Pool Service { )
e Maintenance/Handyman { )

A Charlotte County Disaster Planning Guide, which includes
Emergency Evacuation Routes, can be obtained by calling Char-
lotte County at (941)743-1200 and are also available in the City
Clerk's Office located at 326 West Marion Avenue, Punta Gorda,
Florida 33950 (941)575-3369.




CITY AMENITIES

Punta Gorda Pathways is a system of approximately 18 miles of bicycle
and pedestrian trails and paths that connect the City's neighborhoods,
parks and commercial areas.

The Punta Gorda Harborwalk, established in 2010, is situated along
scehic Charlotte Harbor. The Harborwalk encompasses approximately
three miles of Punta Gorda Pathways. This sighature feature connects
east Punta Gorda at Bayfront Medical Center to west Punta Gorda at
Fishermen’s Village.

A free bicycle loaner program is available. Bicycles are available at sev-
eral locations throughout the City.

Brochures with loaner locations and
maps are available in the City Clerk’s
Office.

Parks

e Laishley Park
e Kiwanis Veterans Garden at Laishley Park
e Gilchrist Park

e Ponce de Leon Park

e Trabue Park

e Nature Park

¢ Hounds on Henry Dog Park
e History Park

Boating /Kayaking

¢ Charlotte Harbor e Peace River

e laishley Municipal Marina o Myakka River
e Ponce de Leon Park Boat Ramp e  Alligator Creek



REMINDER TO BOATERS

All inlets and canals within the City of Punta Gorda are
SLOW SPEED MINIMUM WAKE ZONES!

MANATEE PROTECTION SPEED ZONE PROGRAM

Boaters are reminded all water-
ways within the City of Punta Gor-
da are part of this very important
program. Observance of Slow
Speed Minimum Wake and Idle
Speed No Wake zones are re-
quired by City Ordinance #1148-
96. Boaters traveling at low speed
are not only protecting manatees
but other forms of marine life as

well. Bottlenose dolphins, tarpon, snook, mullet and many other kinds
of fish can be found in our canal systems. There have even been occa-
sional alligator sightings. Creating a smaller wake is also limiting the
damage to seawalls, mangroves and to other boats tied to docks. In
consideration of other boaters and the marine life with which we share
our waters, everyone should slow down a little. It is the 'neighborly'

thing to do.
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It’s Happening On The Harbor®
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