HISTORIC PRESERVATION ADVISORY BOARD
MEETING
MAY 24, 2018

MEMBERS PRESENT: Donna Peterman, Chairman

Robert Burns, Sushila Cherian, Brad Gamblin
Karen Lyons, Julie Price

MEMBERS ABSENT: Martha Bireda

OTHERS PRESENT: Mitchell Austin, Urban Design Planner

CALL TO ORDER/ANNOUNCEMENTS

Roll Call
Next Scheduled Meeting
June 28, 2018
CITIZENS COMMENTS ON AGENDA ITEMS ONLY

There were none.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

April 26, 2018
Mr. Burns MOVED, Mr. Gamblin SECONDED approval of the April 26, 2018 minutes.
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

NEW BUSINESS

Historic District Sign Toppers

Mr. Mitchell Austin, Urban Design Planner, provided a presentation regarding three
options from Aqua Marketing for the updated sign toppers, as delineated in the agenda
material, requesting an opinion from the Board as to which option should be
recommended to City Council.

Ms. Peterman briefly reviewed the history of the sign toppers, noting this item resulted
from a citizen’s recommendation.

Mr. Williams confirmed the approximate size of the new sign toppers, advocating for
Option C as it more closely aligned with the shape of the street signs.

Mr. Gamblin concurred, opining same would be easier to read from a vehicle.

Mr. Austin agreed Option C allowed for more text to be displayed across the sign’s area.
Ms. Cherian inquired as to each option’s cost.

Mr. Austin voiced uncertainty regarding same.

Ms. Peterman pointed out the Procurement Division would select the production

company for the sign toppers. She questioned if the Board wished to recommend this



project to City Council, suggesting the Board could recommend an option, though all
options would be presented to City Council.
Mr. Burns suggested recommendation of the project but not a specific option in case a
Councilmember objected to the recommended option.
Ms. Peterman asserted the Board should provide a recommendation as this project
related to the branding of the Historic District.
Ms. Lyons opined Option C would not stand out, remarking the sign topper at her street
corner faded into the background. She suggested a different background color be used.
Discussion ensued with regard to the color scheme and visibility of the sign toppers.
Mr. Gamblin MOVED, Ms. Cherian SECONDED to recommend creation of a signage system
to brand the Historic District. MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Draft - Local Register of Historic Places

Mr. Austin provided a brief overview of the draft Local Register of Historic Places (Local
Register), as delineated in the agenda material. He then reviewed the history of the
updates to the City’s Florida Master Site File (FMSF) data and Local Register project for
the new Board members.

Ms. Peterman explained staff would draft an ordinance once City Council approved the
final Local Register.

Mr. Austin stated the properties reviewed over the past year related to the 2012-2014
survey, clarifying the draft Local Register presented today only pertained to properties
surveyed between 1987 and 2003. He clarified properties from both surveys would be
combined into one local registry.

Ms. Cherian inquired as to the structure which had been a bank on Marion Avenue.

Mr. Austin replied same was individually listed on the National Register of Historic Places
and would be included in the Local Register.

Mr. Gamblin inquired as to structures which were listed twice.

Mr. Austin clarified some structures which were surveyed twice had two FMSF entries.
Ms. Cherian inquired if inclusion on the Local Register would protect the shops along
Marion Avenue from demolition.

Mr. Austin responded City Code allowed demolition to be delayed for a maximum 18
months.

Mr. Williams questioned if the completed survey was architectural in nature.

Mr. Austin responded in the affirmative, reviewing the components of the survey in
detail. He explained staff completed a two-stage survey which first identified structures

more than 50 years old and then documented structures through photographs.
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Note:

Mr. Williams questioned if local historical knowledge existed regarding the properties.
Mr. Austin noted the last update had documented the specific histories of some
structures.
Mr. Williams inquired as to the demolished structures listed in the Local Register.
Mr. Austin explained it was important to document structures which had been lost.
Mr. Williams questioned if the dates of demolition were documented.
Mr. Austin replied in the negative.
Ms. Peterman questioned whether a motion was needed.
Mr. Austin stated the Board could make a motion to accept the draft Local Register,
explaining a final Local Register would be presented at a later date. He reviewed the
steps needed to approve the final Local Register, which would be used to amend the
City’s Land Development Regulations (LDR). He concluded the historic properties
identified in the 2012-2014 survey would be submitted for inclusion in the FMSF
following the LDR updates.
Mr. Williams inquired if the Local Register could specify when properties were
demolished, speculating many properties were demolished following Hurricane Charley.
Mr. Austin responded most demolitions occurred in the 1980s.
Discussion ensued with regard to the destruction of buildings by Hurricane Charley.
Mr. Burns MOVED, Mr. Williams SECONDED to accept the draft Local Register. MOTION
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

STAFF COMMENTS
Mr. Austin announced he recently attended the meeting of the Congress for the New

Urbanism, reviewing the methods by which the City of Savannah, Georgia had
encouraged varied building heights in order to enhance the City’s visual interest and
historic character.
Ms. Price left at 9:38 p.m.
Ms. Lyons inquired as to the tallest building in Savannah.
Mr. Austin responded the tallest historic building was twenty stories while modern
buildings were limited to eight stories.
Ms. Lyons questioned the height of the Punta Gorda Hotel.
Mr. Austin responded the Charlotte Harbor Hotel was five stories and stood
approximately 90 feet tall.

COMMITTEE/BOARD COMMENTS

Ms. Peterman drew attention to materials regarding the Charlotte County Centennial, as

delineated in the agenda materials, remarking Punta Gorda was well represented. She

expressed her desire to have Mr. Brian Gleason speak to the Board. She announced a
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representative from the Punta Gorda Airport had collected the materials from the City’s
125" Anniversary for display in their exhibition space.
ADJOURNMENT

- Meeting Adjourned: 9:44 a.m.

Donna Peterman, Chairman

Sara Welch, Recording Secretary



