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Hurricane Andrew- August 24, 1992 

 
• Category 5 hurricane. 
• The second-most-destructive hurricane in 

U.S. history. 
• The first named storm of the 1992 Atlantic 

hurricane season. 
• Andrew struck the northwestern Bahamas, 

southern Florida at Homestead. 
• Andrew caused $26.5 billion in damage. 
• Andrew was responsible for 23 deaths in the 

United States and three more in the 
Bahamas.  

• 175 mph (280 km/h) Max speed. 
• Formed August 16, 1992 - Dissipated August 

28, 1992. 
• Six hours after becoming a hurricane, 

Andrew was predicted to make landfall near 
Jupiter, Florida ( 1st spot on land). 



KEY TERMS 
All Clear:  Safe to leave 

a secure location. 
Bunkered:  A term used 

to refer to residents who 
are sheltered in place. 

DSE:  Declared State of 
Emergency 

EMD:  Emergency 
Management Director 

Emergency 
Operations:  Activities 
that are in direct 
response to a DSE, 
primarily public safety 

Essential Functions:  
Not public safety-related, 
but crucial to public well-
being, i.e. water & sewer, 
clearing roads, etc. 
 



EMPLOYEE TEAMS 
First-In Teams:  Multifunctional teams 

who assess damage, and establish 
control immediately after the All Clear. 
First Responders:  Bunkered at safe 

City facilities during a DSE, and 
responsible for essential functions or 
emergency operations 
Stand-By:  If a DSE is declared, 

individuals may be restricted to their 
homes, City Facilities, or other safe 
locations 



Pre-Season 
All Departmental Hurricane 

Plans are reviewed 
– Organizational charts revised 
– Changes in personnel 

assignments are completed  
– Review of all Health Care 

Facilities – Emergency 
Response Plans 

– 211 – Notifications 
– Special Needs- Contact info. 

 



Personal Preparedness  

 Review and prepare your 
family plan 

 a. short term evacuation 
 b. long term evacuation  
 Home preparation 
 Vessel Preparation 
 a. insurance review 
 Prepare your own response 

supplies; 
 a. Medications 
 b. personal items 
 c. food/snacks 
www.floridadisaster.org 
www.KidsGetAPlan.com 
MyFloridaHurricane.Info 

http://www.floridadisaster.org/


Family Disaster Plan: 
Assemble an Emergency Supply Kit 

• Water, at least one gallon per person per day 
• Non-perishable food (and manual can opener!) 
• First Aid Kit 
• Battery Powered Flashlight 
• Battery Powered Radio 
• Extra Batteries 
• Cash 
• Important Documents (in water tight container or 

bag) 
• Medications and Eye Glasses or Contact Lenses 

 



Weather Alert Radio 



City of Punta Gorda  
Declared State Of Emergency 

General Policy: 
Only the City 

Council can declare 
a State of 
Emergency for the 
City of Punta Gorda. 

Provides City 
Administration the 
ability to make 
emergent decisions. 

 
 
 



City of Punta Gorda  
Declared State Of Emergency 

 COMMUNICATION !! 
 COMMUNICATION !! 
 COMMUNICATION !!  
 
 Clear Channel Stations;  

 (92.9 fm, 98.9 fm, 104.9 fm, 
 1580 am,1070 am) 

 Public Service 
Announcements 

 CODE RED Alert System 
 Evacuation Notifications 
 CERT Personnel notifications 

 211 System 
 www.pgorda.us 

 

http://www.facebook.com/puntagordafl




Level I:  
Operation 
 Step I:  Notification and Update 
 Mayor, City Council, and Media 
 Department Directors 
 Charlotte County Emergency Management 

 Step II:  Activation 
 City Emergency Operations Center 
 Directors report to EOC 

 Step III:  Preparation 
 Facility Protection and Provisioning 
 Vehicle and generator fueling 
 First Responders & First-In Teams report 
 Other employees take shelter at home 



Level II: Emergency 
Operations 

Emergency actions 
only: 
 To prevent injury or loss 

of life 
 To prevent avoidable 

damage to City property 
or infrastructure 

Maintain 
communications with 
all departments and 
agencies 
STAY SAFE! 



Level III: Recovery 
Operations 

Step I:  Immediate Response Efforts 
Rapid assessment of immediate needs 
Search and rescue 
Provide food, water, and other supplies 
Provide security 
Clear emergency and critical routes 
Coordinate with Volunteer organizations 
Repair essential facilities to restore service 



Level III: Recovery 
Step II:  Intermediate Recovery Efforts 
Conduct detailed damage assessments 
Coordinate re-entry of evacuees 
Coordinate federal disaster assistance 
Prepare claims for financial assistance 
Remove debris and clear secondary routes 
Coordinate information & instructions to public 
Provide briefings to officials and media 



Level III: Recovery 
Step III:  Long-Term Recovery 
Community Re-development 
Restoring public infrastructure 
Restoring economic stability 
Working with insurers and federal 

agencies to restore City facilities 
Prepare Project Worksheets to apply for 

recovery funding 
Coordinate with volunteer agencies 

providing services to citizens 



STORM SURGE 
 



• Tropical Depression 
 

An organized system of 
clouds and 
thunderstorms with a 
defined surface 
circulation and maximum 
sustained winds of 38 
mph. 

• Tropical Storm 
 
An organized system of 

strong thunderstorms 
with a defined surface 
circulation and 
maximum sustained 
winds of 39-73 mph. 
 



• Hurricane Watch 
 

   issued when weather 
indicates the 
possibility that you 
could experience 
hurricane conditions 
within 48 hours.   

• Hurricane Warning 
 

 issued when weather 
indicates that 
sustained winds of at 
least 74 mph are 
expected within 36 
hours or less. 



Evacuation Plan 
• Southwest Florida ranked 

“most difficult to evacuate 
for Hurricane” 

• Evacuation 
– Know your evacuation zone 
– Look at a map and identify 

two different routes to 
evacuate your 
neighborhood 

– Identify NOW where you or 
your family will go if you 
need to evacuate. 

– Identify NOW where you 
will take your pets. 



City of Punta Gorda 
Home Page 



Emergency Preparedness 



KNOW YOUR ZONE 
 



KNOW YOUR ZONE 



KNOW YOUR ZONE 



KNOW YOUR ZONE 



COUNTY EVACUATION MAP 



PUNTA GORDA EVACUATION MAP 







         Predictions-2013 
• Forecasters predict “Enhanced activity 

due to warm tropical Atlantic waters and 
the lack of El Nino” 

• 18 named storms? (avg 12) 
• 9 could strengthen to hurricane force? 

(avg 6.5) 
• 4 Intense major hurricanes (Category 

3,4,5) (avg 2) 
• The forecast also notes, “We anticipate 

an above-average probability for major 
hurricanes making landfall along the 
United States coastline and in the 
Caribbean." 

 William Gray Colorado State 2013 Hurricane Forecast 



Projections-2013 
Unwanted Visitors – Coming to a town near 
you? 
• Andrea  
• Barry  
• Chantel  
• Dorian  
• Erin  
• Fernand  
• Gabrielle 
• Humberto  
• Ingrid  
• Jerry  

• Karen  
• Lorenzo  
• Melissa  
• Nestor 
• Olga  
• Pablo  
• Rebekah  
• Sebastian  
• Tanya  
• Van  
• Wendy 



“PEOPLE WHO FORGET THE LESSONS 
OF THE PAST ARE CONDEMNED TO 
REPEAT THEM” 
 

  
 
 
CLASSIC WORDS OF THE LATE AUTHOR GEORGE SANTAYANA 
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